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New chemical weapons
report released
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Thursday by an organization that
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Contrary to incineration, neu-
tralization technologies can con-
tain and control chemical warfare
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Technology has advanced and
developed since then, Sloan
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An international treaty ratified
in 1997 required chemical
- weapons in some 170 countries to
be destroyed by 2007. A debate has
accompanied the issue in Madison

make a decision about the
destruction of the depot’s
chemical weapons by the end of
the year.

. “We've spent a long time
developing and trying to edu-

of destroying the stockpile at
the Blue Grass Army Depot,

and (Thursday’s) report is a
welcome and enthusiastic
endorsement of our belief in a
safer way,” McConnell said in a
statement. “I won’t rest until the
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to dispose of the weapons. Since it
was announced in 1984 that these
weapons would be destroyed, the
public has opposed incineration,
the Army’s choice. There are three
alternatives for consideration, two
of which involved neutralizing the
agents.

“We have a long history of citi-
zens opposing incineration,” said
Craig Williams, director of the
Berea-based Chemical Weapons
Working Group, a coalition that
opposes incineration. “Then elect-

ed officials joined them. Now
you've got scientific basis on which
to validate that position.”

Worley. “What we're really
waiting on is the assistant sec-
retary of the Army to make
final decision on type of tech-
nology.”

Worley has seen reports that

respond to both sides of the
debate, and he expected such a
response in the most recent
report.
+ “It’s significant because a
reputable organization looked
at a good amount of data,”
Worley said.

The NRC is an organization
the Army respects. In 1984, the
council recommended inciner-
ation, a method the Army for-
merly opposed, said Dick

Blue Grass weapons.”

In its report, the NRC calls
neutralization a safe method
for the depot. The council also
said it will take time to system-
ize the process, but Williams
said that is expected with any
technology.

The report said, “The reverse
assembly of munitions, fol-
lowed by water or caustic
hydrolysis of nerve or mustard
agents and associated energetic
materials, is a mature, safe and
effective method for initial
treatment of the chemical
weapons stored at Blue Grass
Army Depot.”



