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First storage tank successfully decontaminated 
NEWPORT CHEMICAL DEPOT, Ind. – The Non-Stockpile Chemical Materiel Project 
decontaminated the first of eight VX storage tanks Thursday that are part of the former production 
facility being demolished here.  These empty tanks stored the nerve agent VX more than 40 years 
ago.  
  
[EDITOR’S NOTE: This effort is related to destruction of the former VX production 
facility, and is not part of the U.S. Army Chemical Materials Agency’s project to destroy the 
VX stockpile at Newport Chemical Depot.] 
 
Two weeks ago, Team Industrial Services, a Texas-based company with offices in Indiana, began 
wrapping the tank in electrical resistance heaters, then covered the tank with insulation. On 
Thursday morning they began the decontamination operation by slowly heating the tank to 1,025 
degrees Fahrenheit over eight hours. The process drives off into carbon filters any residual chemical 
agent that may remain in the empty tank, enabling workers to cut up the tanks for recycling. 
 
“The operation went as planned, and there were no issues,” said Bud Salsbury, Site Manager for the 
project. The remaining seven tanks will be decontaminated by spring 2006. 
 
The project will help the nation meet the terms of the 1997 Chemical Weapons Convention, which 
requires the destruction of chemical weapons and the facilities where they were produced.  
 
Non-stockpile and depot officials met with the community in July to solicit input on 
decontaminating the eight tanks. Electrical resistance heating was selected to treat the tanks based 
on feedback from this session; the process has the benefit of increased worker safety and decreased 
waste when compared to liquid decontamination, which was the original plan. 
 
The Non-Stockpile Chemical Materiel Project leads the nation in the development and use of 
advanced technology to safely eliminate America’s non-stockpile chemical materiel in an 
environmentally sound and cost-effective manner. A division of the U.S. Army Chemical Materials 
Agency, the project researches and develops treatment options and destruction plans that comply 
with all federal, state and local regulations. Public involvement is welcome in non-stockpile 
activities. Visit http://www.cma.army.mil/nscmp.aspx for additional information. 
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